The Psalms According to the Our Father

Hallowed be Thy Name: A Study of Psalm 20 and Psalm 113

Name and Prayer in the Scriptures

1. At Trinity for the Divine Service we stand during the Prayer of the Church. In the Scriptures what is the physical posture and direction associated with prayer? Read Psalm 141:2 and I Timothy 2:8. Consider also Matthew 14:19.

2. Usually we use names as verbal handles, by which to label objects. However, the biblical world uses a name as more than a tag of identification. How is name used in Genesis 3:20, Genesis 11:4, and Exodus 3:13-15? Also compare John 20:30,31 and Matthew 28:18 and Acts 4:12 with each other.

3. Therefore what does “lift up a name” connote? How could one lift a name falsely? See Psalm 16:4 and Psalm 139:20. Consider also Matthew 15:7-9.

Name and Prayer in the Small Catechism

4. The Small Catechism sets forth the Second Commandment: “You shall not lift up falsely the name of the Lord, your God.” How has Luther summarized its meaning?
 After reflecting upon the Bible passages in #1-#3, rephrase the meaning in your own words.

5. The Small Catechism also sets forth the Our Father’s First Petition: “Hallowed be Thy name.” How has Luther summarized its meaning?
 Rephrase Luther’s summary in your own words, taking into account how you paraphrased the meaning of the Second Commandment.

Name and Prayer in Psalm 20

6. Read Psalm 20. Is the psalm a song of thanksgiving, a dirge of lamentation, an intercession? What seems to have been its original setting? Summarize the prayer in two sentences.

7. The choir intoned the words as David performed his sacrifices; how does “the name of the God of Jacob” set the theme for verses 1-5? What aspects of the Second Commandment’s meaning are revealed here? How might you compare this to our usage of the invocation, as it stands at the head of the entire service?

8. Though the specific event mentioned in verse 6 has been hidden from our eyes, to what in general do verses 6-8 refer? How is that related to the name of the Lord? See II Samuel 7 (see also Psalm 110 and Psalm 118, especially verses 10-12).

9. Consider Matthew 3:13-4:11 and Matthew 27:41-50. How is the life of our Lord Jesus hidden in psalm 20? Why do our prayers end with “through Jesus Christ our Lord”? In what do verses 8-9 and calling upon the name of the Lord finally and perfectly find their consummation? Read Revelation 19:11-16 and Revelation 22:20.

Name and Prayer in Psalm 113

10. Read Psalm 113. Is the psalm a song of thanksgiving, a dirge of lamentation, an intercession? What might have been its original setting? Summarize the prayer in two sentences.

11. What aspect of the Second Commandment’s meaning is primarily expressed in the psalm? How is that set forth in the psalm? How and through what means do we encourage each other to praise the name of the Lord in the divine service?

12. This joy-filled praise of the name of the Lord is not without reason. What reasons are given for this song? In what ways do you see the psalm perfectly enacted in the life of our Lord? Read Mark 6:31-37; 8:6; John 11:38-44. How then does the psalm also put upon our lips the First Petition of the Our Father? With what forms does the Church confess those reasons for praise in the Divine Service?

13. Every hymn that praises the name of the Lord in this life anticipates the hymnody of Heaven. How does this psalm find its consummation in Revelation 4:8,11; 5:9-10; 7:15-17; and 19:1-5.

Summary of Name and Prayer

14. The psalms teach us how hallow our Father’s name. How has this study deepened your understanding of how to hallow His name?

15. In the next week, write two prayers, one that focuses on calling upon the name of the Father for deliverance, and a second that emphasizes the praise and blessing due unto the name of our Father.

� We should fear and love God that we may not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.





� God's name is indeed holy in itself; but we pray in this petition that it may become holy among us also. How is this done? When the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we as the children of God also lead holy lives in accordance with it. To this end help us, dear Father in heaven. But he that teaches and lives otherwise than God's Word teaches profanes the name of God among us. From this preserve us, Heavenly Father.





